CHAPTER XIII
EDUCATION AND CULTURE

Historical evidence about Uhe existence of sducational institulions in
the district during the Hindo period is singulacly lacking. From the
indirect sestimony of soulpturcs and erchiteciural remains attribo-
table to ihe Pala asd ez perods Found in end around Sapta-
prom, Tobeni, Pandua, Mahamsd - and Gach Mandaran, it may
Bz pnferrcd that thers were centres of leaming at thoess places.
Bevond this noething cun be surmised wbout the modss of impar-
ting cducstion or e disseminalion of culture in the pro-hluslim
period of the recorded histery of ihe district.

O the other hand, we have definite information about educational
arl cullvra] institulions in the district since the carly davs of Tucko-
Alzan rule from (e accounts leld by Muslion historians as alzo from
epigraphic evidence. Inscriptions testify 1o the establishiment of at
least thres madvasahs within the aren now comprized in the Hooehly
distoict, Im 698 A H. (A D> 1298) a mgdeasah was buile at Tribong
in the reign of Bultdn Rakn-uddin Kaikas,! The relevant inscriplion
15 fragmentary but it mentions one Ouadi al-Mazsic Muobammasd
known as “Quadi, the tiger', who spent large sums of money for
promolion of education and calls upen the people by saving: “vou
should acquire knowledge, for its acquisition is verily submission,
its search s devotion, its discussion iz glocification,” Edocalion is
comparcd ©o “a shicld that con avert such ovils as cannot Be avolded
with the help of a shicld-hearer,” The Quadi also granted substanlial
stipends o “men of learning for inculcation of the Muslim law,"
and ™'to manifest the divine faith among the haughey.™® A sceond
migdrazaf wis built in the same place in 713 AR (ADC 1313) in the
reign of Shams-uddin Firez Shah by Shikabuddin Zafar Khan,
KEhan-i-Jahan, the feudutory of Sultan Shams-uddin Firuz in Sateane,
The mradrasal was known sz Dar al-Flaveat (lhe housz of benes
velenew}® A thied eesdrasaf was built at the same locality at the
instance of Sulian Alauddin Husain Shah in S07 AL CAa D, 15020,

Though thers is no cpigraphic or documentary evidence to prove
the antiquity of the madvasahy and eafiohs at Fufura and Aitapur
in Jangipara P.5. and Kaswara in Polba P.S., [ocal tradition at
Furlurs dates the establishiment of o contre of Muslim learning
in the [ate 14th century or the easly 18th century.* Siapur and
Kaswara s centres of Tslamic learming Oourished prabably in the
middie of the 15th contury, The amiquily of another st ot
Dasphara in Dhandakhali P8, (which has since been converted into

® &e Chxper [, SsxtZon oo Boligion amd Chanpler 1, Seclion r_.: _'ﬂ-l:i_"\.'uji Edizioay

Histnrizal
bpekaraund

Exrly conires of
Islamic l=arning



Centres of
Banskrit Leaming

513 FIOOG LY

a secular High Echool) appears to go back o abouwt 250 wears,

“menerally these macvasaly weres bl by the side of the mosgquaes
or mosques wers invariably buill in the seedeazalie™ In the distant
mnterior where only mosgues wers bl they served the joint purposes
of & mayiid and & seakoah.

From the organization and curriculum of the edusationz] insti-
tuticns of non-Muoslims in the post-Ruslim period (6 may be reason-
ably inferred that patfsafor and reli catered for their educational
necds epen before the advent of the Muslims. During the Musho
period pupils wers usnally from Brabmin, Kayastha, Vaidys, Chhatri
angd the NMabaselbbs trading castes like Gandbavanik, Tambulivanik
eic. Lintouchuble casles were neither capisble of nor allowed to scnd
their children to these instilulions run by Brohmin teachers. Some
tols and ehatpspariis cafered Tor higher education and specialized
in veakarena (grammear), pvears Clogicd, Eovpe (postics), swehitea
{literaturcy cte. The pupils were psually upper caste Brahmins.
Sakadwipl end/er Acharys Brahming studicd in eolr and chrertremint s
which specialized in fvetishe (astrology) and ganéte {mathematies).
Both Brahming and Keyasthas ook lessons in seeité (Livw) but Baddyas
were in a majority in the fols and chepespathls waching @yerveds
{medicine). Thers were also informal schools for imparling voca-
tional training to the Nebesekba artisan castes, Since the Muslim
perfod, right up to the year 1836 when Persian ¢eascd to be the
court language,® more and more Kayasthas were learning Persiun
for serving the Sials,

These institutions wess muintained either from the progeeds of
vent-froe lands donated ta the pundit Bamilivs runsing them or lE“‘{_“lEh
joinl contributions made by the community, The oldest sedt of
Sanskrit learning in the district appears to be Fhanakul-Krishnanagar
elevizted 1o prominence by Kanad Turkabagish who was born around
AT, 1460270 somewhere in Madia distriel and after completiak his
fessons in mvapa (lonic) under the Bimous seholar Raglunath Bhira-
moni of Mabadwip setiled here in the first decade of the 16th century,
His son Ratneswar Bhattachanyn Nyayabegish and a later des-
cendant Haradas Torkalankar, whe flousished during the closing
derndes of the [0th century, were fllustrions scions of the family.®
In the middle of the 17th ceatury Maraven Thakur, 2 renovwned
scholar of smeid (Hindo law) came to reside at Khanakul-Krishna-
nagar al the behest of Bansidhar Roy, the remindar of the |~1m He
prepared o learned commentasy on Lorls in aspecls of Blindu law
uhach came Lo be csteemed a5 Uhe version of K hanzkul-Krishnanagar:

t has poided Cor the last three ceaturics the socia-religious behaviour
_-.E Hindus inhabiting extensive arcas in soulh-western Be neal.

CGuplipara's reputation as a c:ntre of Sansket learning dites
hack o the middle of the 160 contury.” Teo 1he many schobes belong-
ing to the lacel Chiranjiva, Chiitalchatte, Bandy, Sobbakar and
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Vaidik families came advanced students from distant plices fo study
myive (logic), sewiti (law), darshana (philosophy)y and  vedonda
{Upinishadic philozophy). Son of Satabadhan Bhattacharya, Chiran-
jiva, who flourished in the beginning of the 17th century, was, like
his father, a scholar in several fields of [carning. His lincage, known
a5 the Chiranjiva family, continued till the deach of Hemchandra
Bhattacharya in 1897-28. Rejaram, Raoghunsndan MNyavapanchanan
and Raphuvira Vidyalankar were other illustricus schelars of this
Family,® The Sobhaker family of Guptipars kes the distinction of
producing more than o hundred Sanskrit scholars of renown.® The
faimily traces its glory from Mahakavi Mathuresh who wrots his
Ehpamakalpaiztioainor around AT 1672, Mathuresh's son Ranulevs
Tackabugizh wus w logician of repuare, Bat fus son Bansawar Vidya-
lankar was not only the forcmost schelar of the Ganily but also the
maost learned man of his cimez, e completed kis famens work
Chetdravizek i ATY, 1743 when ke wos abowt forly, Baneswar’s
son Chatarhiwg Nyayaralng, thovugh g lagivian by training, was also
ant gxpert on Lindu law, Bemkrishna Tarkapanchanan of the Vaidik
Bruhimmin family setded in Guptisara oo the middle of the [Tin
century. Rampgopal Vidyabagizh of this Family was & noted agpambid
fanteik. The last of the greal pondits of this Ling was Gangadhar
Vidyaratnn, whe was bora o ADC 1830 amd was o well-known
logician. Among the patrons of these scholzsiic Families of Guplipara
were Che Fajas of Burdwan, MNadia and Bansberia and the zemindzrs
of Raipur snd Patmahal in Heoghly district, of Hatiagarh and
Fumurhatta in 24-Parganas and the Sabarna Chawdlariz of Cal-
cukfn 2® Their munificencs cnabled these scholars to rin their schools
andd t devole their simpls lives to the attainment of high encdition,
Tlchoba-Mandala, o villoge in the Panduz P8, becama a repiied
centre of pyvare (logic) and ssedd {Jaw) stodics when Hiranya
Bamlyopadhpay seitled here in the middle of che 16th contury. Ammong
the scions of this family were Brajakumar Vidyararna, the cowt
poel of the Maheraja of Burdwan and Ramgali Myavaraina (1831-
1894} whese book Boupale Blasa O Sefiryer Fivtgrpek Prosiel 18
recogiized as the first comprelensivg }l_iitul".' ol Bengali hrecamirs. 't
Tribeni wins a well-known centre af Sanskril learning even in tha
last guarcter of the 15th century and I_::_' irclition contimuaed dovwn
:t'-'r the elosivg decades of dhe 19, The eorliest known scholar of the
place was Gangadas Bhattzcharva Yidvabhosan whe  was born
arguml A2 148) and acquired mastery in the epics as also the six
principal schools of Indian philosophy, Hiz zon Sivakrizhea Mvaya-
panchanan and gprondson Haribar Tarkalamkar wems ceputed logi-
cians. Chandrasekhar Bachaspati, another son of Sivakeishna, was o
sehwolar in jurisprudence and he completad his Famous work Trirsdfarars
e D728, Harihar's son Rudradeva Tarkabagiz wrote @ commentary
an Freboedbechandeodava, whish, socording fo his name, came o
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be known as the Sawdr! commentary, Bul the greaccsl scholar of
the family, who was to become the most learned pundit of the fime and
pn undisputed auchority on Hindo Jaw, was Rudrdeva’s zon Taman.
nath Tarkapunchunan. He was born ta 1694 ar 1695 and for 70 years
from 1718 do 180T when he died, his vasl erudilion in spabarans
(zrammar], syava Clogid), alomibars (poetics], seeddClaw] and ararveds
(msdicine] attracted soudenis 10 Riz school in Tribend from far and
widss, His best contribution in the field of learning was the masterly
compilation of the customary Hindu laws relaling to contracts,
sucoessions and personal behaviour. A producl of great schalarship
and unremitting labour, the work, entitled *VFiadsbhangarmava’,
wirs faken up i 1738 oL the instance of Sir William Jones, founder
of the Asiatie Society, and completed in 17920 14 was 2 vast improve-
ment on e earlier compiluton of the same nature called * Fivadarna-
waget” brovgh! oud by o team of eleven pundits in 1775 at the behest
of Warren Hastings, Fezannath's treatise was transiated into English
by James Caolebzook in 1798 as “A Dhgest of Hindu Law on Contracts
end Suecrcssionz" CGhavasheam, o grandson of Jagannath,  who
had helped the latter in lvs monuwmenial wosk, was o renowneod
scholar in jurisprodencs, Ty 1913 disd Ambikachacan Vilyieratn,
the Tast of the great schaolies of this Hne. With him grded the scholastic
glory of Tribeni,

The adpcent village of Bengsobati (populacly colled Bansheria)
became & centre of Banskrit studics at the close of the 1Tith conptury
under the paironage of the loca]l Raj family. Baje Eameswar, who
came o live hers in 1673, scifled pundits with [wnd grants and
founded some 43 rofy and chavusparids in the village. Among the noted
stholars of the place were Famsaran Tackabagizh, Rombhadra
siddbanta, Kamchandre Bachaspati and Atmaram  MNysyvalamikar,
Witk ther death of Srinath Tarkslsmkar, (he lnst of the great puncdits
of Bangsabate, i 1919, ihe fradiion cune 1o anoend 5 -

Fonnagar's celebrity as a soat of Sanskeit lewrming reached its peak
at the time of Anandachandrs Bhaftacharya Sachabhawma, who
flovrished in the latter half of the [7cth contury. Tiinabandha Mya-
varatna {121%-189%), the logician, was the last of the great scholars
of B onnagar. ™

The “widpe-samai” of Udlarpara, which flourished since the and of the
17th century, was an exmension of the “widee-mong)” of Bali in Howrah
districd, the tredition of which pees back to the [5th century. OF the
curly Sanskril schelars of LHterpars the most noted ews Davaram
siddbants, o pundil of cthe Bali “widya-samal”, whe seltlsd hers in
LTEA wrler the patrome of Ramsuran Chavdbort, 1hs sen Krisho-
Lanta Myapapanchanan and sramdsens Bambochan Tarkabhosn angd
Ramtazmn Nyayvablozan wiere repoted Lmcians, Neayvmk=Shivnmon
Taracharvan Tarkasiddhanta, & cousin of the latter, was the matzrnal
grandfather of Jaykrishna Mukhopadhvey, the illustrious zemindar
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of Tlttarpara. Taracharaa’s son, Jaysankar Tackalamkar, was a
Famous logician and the editor of o journal on Nevpempeper, the sty
of which ficurished poler fhe Goudiva Viaishoevas of Bengal, On Bis
death in [R50 his mantle fell on his pupil Umakanis Tackalamboar 25

Besides thase well-koown centres, there were other seas of Sanskeit
Iearmimgz in the distoel an Bhoolresear, Baidvabati, Shearaphuli,
Sheakhala, amipal and Bakuolia. The members of the family of biohcs
Towayaralng, the renowined logicion, tought s Sheakhala ancd Haripal
and those of Foriparam Tarkesiddhano i Bkl *

Dirghanka, new o derelict villzze adjacent fo Wadyabal, was o
seat of avervedic stndies since the end of the Toth condury, Kabi-
chundra, belonging 4o the Dacta Gamily of the place, wratg his Gmous
treaiise on medicine, Chikiteermmaly, 1m0 1661, His olher works
were Raveacteedriioa, & book on poctics and Swarfhosd & Dhase-
clandeilia, o bock on grammar,t¥

The tracitton of the Basu Foy iy of Sugandbya (Polba P50
in the practice sed eaching of apreveds dades back do ihe 16th
cenfury when they were repoctedly the phecaicians of the Mughal
nebality in Bengal, OF the medical treatises prodesed by the members
of this finly, only one entidled Sebfobedt and written in 1702 under
the peeudonym Faidharalf s survived 1#

Gince the snd of the 17th cenfury Junai-Baksa in Chuanditala PS5,
came to be reparded as a seat of Jratisha or astrolegical studies.
Among the practising astrologers and teachers of the place hadan
Mohan Acharva was the most Famous.

The Jesuidl missionaries of Poriuguese origin wers the first to in-
troduce western education in the district. According to the Portuguese
records, two Jesuits, Prancizee Fernandes and Dominige deSouse,
whe acrived in Hooghly in May 1298, “erected a school and & hos-
pilal” TC appears that “they sent Bengali children te be edudiuied in
the great Jeswit eollege of Sania Fe in Goa, Eoewn as the Coellege of
Gao Pauls. Fro H. Jesson, 5, 1, menvons the names of five Bengali
chilibren whio weze pupils of the College of Sann e in 13587 Yarions
writers kave reforred e a Jeswil college al Flosghly bul by 1765 it was
“already in ruins Tis vemains were unearcthed i (915 Besides, there
wits 1he “Public Scheol and Wunnery of Miscardin” Toonmded in the
Iatler part of the 13th centwry and a eollegs =1 Banddel established
by French Jesuits in 1723 wiich was lutor converled into o Copvent
sihoal, sl sull Luer 5o D870, inte o Middic English schosl oamed
sl Jebn's M, E School, This was domne “For the education® ihe poor
bovs of the localily,” Al these schocls and colleges wore meant Nor

e propagstion of sectarian Cheistian edugiiion 1t

The educational aclivities of the Jeswits were merely of an explora-
tory widore amcl they cid ot interfere with e pateshales, ok,
eltarpetihis, peedvebvenii, pesfisdhs which oy oand ke continued 1o
be the grincipal Institutions for Imparting educahon U (he first
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decide of the 19%h coentury. The carlies refercnes 1o modern western
sdusiion is to be found in Pamwdil Siboalh Sasteis Raowtmme Laidvi O
Taticalin Bongarsongl whore he stafes (hat the first Baglish school in
the district was founded by one Bev, Kobert Mav of the London
Missionary Society in the Thlch town of Chinsura in 1514, By 1815,
May's efforts resulted in the establishment of 38 schools in Burdwan,
Hooghly and Wadia districls attended by aver 3000 pupils, What
happened (o (hese schoels afler Muy's death in 1318 @5 not kuown,
for an 1824 we find only 3 of his schools existing i the Hooghly
dhisteictl, The next reference 1o western education s fa be feund in g
etier from the Accountant Generzl, dated Mareh 23, 15824 authorizi-
ing the Collector of the distriet "o continue 1 pay w Bey, Muondy
ihe sum of Ra, B por mensesim oo pecount of the native schools
supported by Government in Cinsurah and its vicinity.” Of the 14
sehoals under Rev. Muondy's care, 3 were within the Hooghly discrict
at Mankundu, Hooghly amnd Bansheria and some of them wers new
English schools while in the rest, which were traditional schools,
the study of English had Deen introduced, In 1832 financial assistanco
was withdrawn from these institulions and it was ordered that private
partics could fake them over subject to inspection by Government
ppensies, The school at Haooghly was saved from cxtinction in 1833
by BMr. I . Smyth, ihe ther Judge of Hooghly, who secured some
land and raised subscripiions from the zemindars of the district with
which he founded what was possibly the Grst High Englizh school 1
Wesr Beagal, culside Calcutta, This school starung with only 23
stuclents on ils rolls was subsequently amalgamated with the wdfraseh
attached (0 the Hooghly Tmambara and come o be known as the
Heoghly Branch School which exists to this day =

“Towards the end of the vear 1844 the Government appears o
have afeoke 1o the impariance of the eduestion of the people of the
inferior, amd o hueve sanctioned the eslablishment of three vdlage
sehoals, “inowhieh sound and vseful elementary instenction may be
imzirbed m e vernacular Lngrusges.” The sites For thess schonds were
tor bz chosen by the Collector, This measure was duly neEfied o the
inhubitants of the disirct, bt only 12 villazes spplied Tor the pre-
ference, The Collector decided in Gvour of Boinch and Kannagarh
(probably Uitacparah), the people of which wers walling to evect and
maintain the schonl houses, The clim of Bydyaball was refeciad, as
it was too near to Serampors, “that friendly seal of leannng.' The
Collecior wished one of the schools 1o be extablshed i the neagh-
bourhood of Jebanebad (Asumbaghd, bur the sie had not boen
fiwed upon ot the close of the year 1843, Shorily alierwards the late
Bubu Jovkissen Mockerjee and s brother Raikrishna liberally came
forwird and endowed Che Lirpareh school with pwe patad mehals

Hoimchi i Bammrgaggr, 2

By the fortics of dwe 100 contury the enlightened sestions of the
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Calcutta socicty were eonvinecd aboul (he necessity of western
educution but were apprehensivie that the Christian missionarics. the
pioncers in the field, were detracting yvounyg Indian students from a
respesifil aftachment to the cullure and heritage of Cheie country.
Mabarshi Deverdranath Tapore, a leader of this proup, who Dl
foundsd with the help of his associatez the Tutwibodhing Mathsala
in Caleutta in [B40, transferred i to Bansberin in April 1843 to caler
to the needs of the mafissil @ On the first year of (18 existenes at the
new site, the school had about 200 students onits rolls. Alkshoy
Kumar Dutla faught in this institution. “Bul as zome of the boys
Boonme Yedaniizg, many parcnts withdrew their sons from {he
sehoel, ™ Alfer some tints i ceased to functien for shorbam: of Tunds
and the property was purchased by Alexander Duff of the Free
Church Mission “lo open & seminary there for instruction in English
and Bengabee,” = Bul the sehool nally closed down in the last decade
of the 19h century.2®

In 1834, Sir Fredrk Hallidey, Cormerly Educational Adviser to the
Governor Geaeral, wis appointed L1, Governar of Bengal and he
immediately trned his aitention te (he spread of edecation in the
demain under his care. He appointed Pandit Tswarchandre Vidya-
sagar, then Principal of the Sanskrit College, Calewia, fo deaw up &
scheme for revitalizing the moribind Oricntal schools and praparing
a model svllabus combining what was good in traditional Indian
clducation and modern western education, Vidyasagar toured extlen-
sively in the countrysides visiling, among other places, Sheakhala,
Radhanapar, Khanakul-Frishnanagsr,  Sopur-Balagarh, Famsr-
pukur, Ramjibanpur, Mayapur, Keshabpur, Patihal in the Hooghly
district and finalized his plan for ‘mode] edocation’ which included
the study of a olazscal languags, veenacular, English, geegraphy,
history, select biographies, mathematies, phvsics, physiclogh, cthics
ange civigs al dillersnt stages. Bhs endepvours cesulted n the
opening of four ‘model schools” within a vear af Havops (2810
Aupust, 18550, Sheakhalas {13k Seplember, 1855}, Kbanakol-Krishns-
nopur (28th Seplember, 1855 and Kamarpuker CERch Beptember,
1853).%

Aameng the loval pioneess of curly English edusadion i the distroel
wits Babe Digpmbar Biswaz, who in 1844 Gounded the Chinsvre
Preparatery School which could not contines loe long as i dependald
‘entirely on fee recsipts,

The endowment et by Hagp Mohammad Mobsin (A D 1732-1812)
also plived an imporiant robe in the spread of education in the
district. During his Life-time ke had fownded a mgavasali which, afier
his death, was amalzamated with the Tmambarah School started and
mizintained from the procceds of e trust fund created by hinw
Fallipwing musianagement of the trust propertizs, Gosveroument
teck over the administration of the fund in [832 and esteblished the
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Hooghly Mohsin College on August 1, 1836, At the instanece of Babu
loykissen Mookerjes of Uttarpara, one of its founders, the Tmam-
barah Scheol cane under the Hooghly Mohsin College in IMecember,
83T with the new nane Heoghly Bronch School and las been func-
Lo sines,

Mo actount of eurly education in the distrie: is complete withiout
i reference fo the contributions of the Christian missionarics of
serampers end especially of William Carey, Joshua Marshiman angd
Willinm Ward.

“Thring the first hallcentury of the Eust Indiza Company's rule
in Bengal, i disd almost nothing for the education of che praople;
pacidy because in the Inde 18th century edusation was still not reparded
a3 the rezponsibility of the Government in Beitain, and also booawss
it feared to arouwse the hostility of the people by dnlroducing 3 new
pattern of education. The company wias also hostile 1o any form of
missionary activity, but this did not deler Williim Carey, not quite
the first but cerfainly the greatest and most versatile of the early
Christian missionaries in northern India, from coming to Henpal
in 1793 Carey wos educstionist, philologist, Botanist amd social
reformer as well a5 missionary and thess diverse talents were made
creative by his grend qualitics of character and pecsonalicy, especially
his compassion, imagination and defermination, In 1300, afler seven
wears of frustration in the wosympathebic aimosphers of British
India, he foumnd & permanent relome in the Danish setilzment of
Sprampore, wWhere he was joincd by Joshua Marshman, William Ward
and their families, who collaborated harmoniowsly with him for the
rest of (heir lives, Marshman had boen o teacher before he loft
England aod be plaved a partcalarly important pact in the odues-
fional work of this snigus community,

“In Hoozhly distoct they founded many elementary schools, some
girks” sehoods and the Serampors Collegs lor higher education o hres,
scienee and theolosy, Their motives wers threefold: o desive to dispsl
ipnorance and (o disseminate a rue wndecstanding of the melore of
the waorld, s they sww il o concern for elhical standards in daly i
il work : al b0 spremd Chrslianity,

“hs soon a8 the missionaries established themselves at Serampos
Lhey opened a school, bl it was oot wntil afler 1813 that they coulld
undertake eldocation work on & large scale in the swrcoundine region,
for onrly in thet year was 1he Hast India Company's ban on mission-
ary aetevaty celaxed, To 1216 Toshua Marshiman srote a punphilce
‘Fint: Relative to Mative Schools”, in which he cuthines a schaime
for dovelopinge o netwok of glementary schools on e patoern of the
‘mamilorial syvaeim® of the English educationist Lancaster moudificd
to ozt lecal cond’ticns. At first the plan won considerable supoori
froon the pullic, and during the nest two wears the missionarcies
were able to open over g hwmdead schools throvghoud Bengal, in-

TR
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cluding severnl in Hooghly distriet, af Singur, Konnagar, Rizhre,
Baildyabati and muany other places hesides Serampore fsell, The
‘monitorinl system” was devised to give large number of children soms
elementury educstion in spife of the chronic shorfage of qualified
keizchers. As it was applied in Bengal, the schools were superintendsd
by the Serampore mizsiomiriss, who visited eech one periodicully.
Each zchool was wader the jmmediate cave of & master, but the actnal
imparting of stooctions to the pupils was done by the monilors,

“Facstly, they wore taught to rend and write their mothee-ongrme,

after which they cntered on o course of Instruction in the rodiments
of scicnce, geogriphy, history, arithmede and ethics. The funda-
menials of contemporary knowledae were distilled inle maxims “in
compressed vel perspicuouws form” and illesteated by local referonces.
They were printed in Bengali at the Mission Press at Serampore in
separite text books for the different subjects and despatched to the
sehools. Bo however incompetent the school masters might be, the
text books compiled at Serampore ensured that the punils received
at lewst the rudiments of sound learning,

"Amether virtue of this system was ils cheapness; it was calenlated
that the entire expense of a cirgle of 50 schools with an average of
70 pupils cach would be only Kz 225 per month. On the ofher
hand, = walid and sorious crilicism of the svstom was that the
pupils simply had 1o learn bits of informaticn by heart from toxt
books Instead of being taught to understand what they learne. But
the missioniries evidently felt that the moslt pressing need of the
hour was to broadesst at least the rodiments of contemporary
knowledge as widely as possible, and in view of the almost total
lack of trainzd teachers, the ‘monitorial system® seemed the only
suitible method.

“The Serampers missionaries believed that education could only
be impurted cffectively through the medinom of (he molher-tongue,
as oppozed to the traditionalists who called Cor the continued wse of
Samskric or Porsian and an increasingly influentinl group whe pre-
ferred Englizh. But whereas thess dwo parties tendsed, in their differant
wiys, to think mainly of educetion for 3 minority intellizensia,
Carey and Marshimar, wanled to make the “nesw lezrning” available
Lo Abe whele people. They wished to place modem scienes at the
disposal of the ordinary people for improvement of their living
standards, So, it must ool come fo them as an alien snd csoteric
subject bud as 2 technigue Tor immedinee peactical wse, They regarded
Bengali as 2 rich and expressive vehicle for this purpose and worked
bizrd 4o preduce mot only text books and translations of English
Bocks but also the Bimous distionaries wad granunacs of the language.
(Nenpali pross largely developed through the endeavours of the
Scrampare missionarics. Munshi Ramram Bose, who helped Carey
In his transhuion of the Bible, was one of the early urchitects of
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Bengali prose which wius ot the same lime I:-.:ng enrichad by the
writings of Ragm Eammohen Rov, a nalive of (his district, —Ed.).

“The new schools immediately becams very popular; local peopls
took the initative in inviting the missicoaries 1o esteblish them in
their villuges, and soon hegan 1o manage them themselves, as Carey
had hoped they would. So during the 15205 the missionaries gave
up to some of he schools, whils thess in their immediare neigh-
bowrhood wers amilgamated into ons 'central schonl” at Scrampors
bt they continued fo proeduce text books (n conjunction with the
Caleatta School Book Socicty, which had heen founded in [817 with
Carcy as a leading figure) and to train some leachers. Pechaps in
this conmection might be mentionsd the two Serumpore magazines
Thg Darshan and “Samachar Dorpan’ (the frst newspapers in
Eengali,—Ed.] both stacted in 1818, The former, in parcticular, wis
designed 1o be read in the schools, and in general their purpose wis
to give the pew literates something wholezome io read so thao their
reeww skill should nod rust sway through want of practics, and also
Lo widen-and spread the new learning; they centaiped interesting,
wzeiul and eibically uplifung articles on a varicty of different subjects.

“The Serempore Trio also plonecered edocation for gicls. The main
development in this field came after TEIS inwhich year Wrs, Hannoh
Marshman started a girls’ school at Serampore, and by 1227 there
were o less than 12 such sehools in and arownd the ween, As in the
case of boys” schools these proved dilficuld to supervise properly; s,
i 1E30 they were consolidated 1nfo one central schoel at Serampore,
(Willinm Adam in his Feport en the Vernacular Bducation in Bengsl
ansd Bihar, submitted o the Government in D838, reported: " Mative
female schools were begun by the Scrampore missionarics af that
settlement in [E23 and there are now two in oparation, one called the
Cenreak School containing 138 girls and a second called the Christian
Village School containing 14."—Ed). This cotcrprise alse received
much public support and proved to be the dawn of a new e for
wormen in which they had an opportunity of developing their persenis
lities and playing a more active and resposted pert in sowety, The
twe schaols for hewve and girls continuzd 2t Scrampore under the
anspices of the Baptist Missionary Socizty until 1920 when they wens
clozed as part of a palicy of retrenchment. The bovs” school was
amalgamaled with ancther ar Bishnupar (24-Parganas) but the gisis”
schonl was revived at Scrampore in [927, pardly through the initiz-
iive of Wrs, Howells, the wife of the thea Principal of Scrampore
College, anld has contineed ever simoe.

“The crowmng work of Carey and his eollcaguezs in Hoophly
district, owever, was the Serampore College. Tt was founded in 15LE,
a year alter the indo {now Presidescy) Collegs in Calentts and 15
thuz the second oldest institution for higher edocation in maddescn
studies in Indis. Its svllabus was to comprise “Eastern Disrsbure
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and Western seience,” thus combining fhe heritage of both India and
Evrops. To begin with, the greatest emphasis was placed on Sanskric,
the kev 1o Indian languages sl culiees, bl as time passal, sciencs
assumed & mrore prominent place and (he mizsionarizs had lo yield
to the prowitg demand for more English, What distinguished this
instifution from others of its kind wes that the medium of instruc-
tion was Bengali. There was generil agreement among all progressive
educationists that clementary education should be given in the
mother tongue, but Carey slone regarded Bengali 33 a suitahle
medinm for higher education also. He tried to develop a process of
translations to mest the neods of the new instilution snd looked
forward to the day when all the “cheicss! treasures” of Wesiern
literature amd scicnce would be availahle in Beneali. The college had
A Thenlogical Department for the treining of ministers for the
Christian churches in Tindia but ghe Arfs-Scicnce Deparcment was
open, o students of every oreed or caste of race. Grcat care was
taken nol B elfznd the reliious conviclions of non-Christians, and
aver larper numbers of the later come 1o atkend 15 classes, Whereas
in elementary education Carey's immediste aion owas the widest
possible dilfuzion of the rudiments of medern knowledge, for {he
Serampore College he had a differcnt purpose—it must ofler a real
intellectual challenge to the ablest voung men of the land.,

“In 1827 King Frederick the Y1 of Denmark granted the college
& Charter, similar to that of the Usiversilies of Copenbagen and
Kiel, empowering il to confer degrees, and Carey's vision of & Chris-
tian Universily seemed (o be realized. Adequate Guanee, however,
was never foctheoming; the endowment Qund vamizhed ina series
of Bank erazhes n low years later and the Chaster had s4ll not been
used when Caloutta University was lounded im 1837, S0 Serampone
Colleos was effiliated to Calouctn, wnbil i 1B 0f sulleeed o almest
total eclipse. The Baptist Missiomary Society, which had mamnaged
it since shovtly after Carvey's death, elosed most of the deparimenis
and it continued merely to pive some fraining to erdinands for the
Baptist mimistey, From this position it owies restored by its “secoml
fownder’, T, Georpre Lowells, in the vears after 1910, He re-openesl
the Arts-Seience Department which hus grown steadily ever sindes,
taking the depress firsl of Culoutty, and since 1960, of Burdwan
University, (The collsge has again bern afiiliated to the Universily
of Caloutta singe 1966,--131), Dr, Howells used the Danish Chartet
(conficmed by the Bengal Lemislature in an Act of 1918 (o re-
fipem the Theological Depactment into o separale Universaly, which
has conlerrad degrees in theolopy on sludents Frome Serampore
and also froon o prowing oomber of affiboted colleges seattercd
throughout Indin,  As the vears wenl by sore and more chorches
and missioniry societivs, besidex the Baplist Missionary Society,
foined in supporting the College, and o 1949 s Couwncl, the
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supreme governing body, was transferred from Londan
pore itself, "=

"The Berampore missionaries were the Biest to el up & printiog
press in eastern Tralia, They printed the first books ever utkalisled
in Bengali language, and Jeil the foundation of & vernacelar library;
they werz the Ticst to eultivate and improve that language and render
it the vehicle of national instruction, They published the fivst verna-
cular newspaper in Todia and Baid the wiy i all departments of
mtellectual improvomene. The inhabitants of the Huoaghly district
I pasticular, and of the lower provinees in general, owe 1hese nobe,
and self-denying pioneers of elucuzion a Jdebt of grarifude which
can never he repaid. ™1

to Soram-

‘The next important step fowards the spread of Temale education
ity the district was taken by Pandil Iswarchandia Yidvasagar.
From 184930 he was a alose wssociate of John Trinkwaler Bethuns
in kis Pionsering activities in this fell, When in 1RAY, Lt Gowvernge
Halliday torned his attention te femals education, ke ot Vidyasaga:
A5 hiz chiel adviser. Bvea before the Bducitional Council of the
Goverrer Genera! had  sanctioned Vidyasagar and Hallidayv's
scheme 10 open elementary schools for gitls in rural areas or had
granted any money, Vidvasaear, tree to his encractic charcter, went
ahead and between November 1837 and Muy 1858 opensd with the
1
L

welp of local people as many as 33 such schools in Heoghly, Burdwin,
Midnapur and Nudia districts (20 of which were jn Haoghly)y with
total roll strength of 1,300 stedents, When, eventually, Gover nment
declined o maintain these schools, be resigned from the post of
Prinzipal of the Sanzkrit College, spent aboul By, 3,500 from his own
pocket and set up 8 Fond called the Nerlscho-Praifsan Whandar
o sustain the institutions for some time Vidyasagar established
his gitls” sehools at the following villages in Uooghly districl on the
tiles given within brackets™; Polba (24¢h Wovember, 18 57), Traipur
(2%th Nevember, 1857}, Buoinchee {lst Dhecember, 1537), Digsui
(Tih Decenber, 1357), Talandw (Tth Decembzr, 1857), Hatina (15th
December, 1537), Heera {15th December, 1857), Mupara (30th
Tanuary, 1858). Udairajpur {2ml March, 1838), Ramjibanpur (16th
March, 1858), Akbarpur (28th March, 18358), Sheakhala [lat April,
[ 8587, Muhesh (15t April, 18530, Birsingha® (Lat Apeil, 183451, Goalsara
{#th April, 1838), Dandipur (Sth April, 12358, Depur {15t May,
1858}, Ranjepur (lst May, 1858), Malaypar {12th May, 1858),
fishnudaspur (1 5th May, 1858), and Badangzunj* ¢ 10t Nlay, 1838],

In 1861, the Ovder of the Sisters of St Joseph of Cluny {Roman
Cathilich had founded the 51, Joseph's Convent for Girls ut Chander-
tzmare, It Hourished Sor forty veors and then the aet-olerics] French
Cievernment bannest the instilution. It was, Bovwever, revived afer

sngrs own villipe; now in Midnapor distiice, then in Haoghly.
is village was then in Mideapur districe bat bz now ia ool

=
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a few years so that in the centenary year of its establishment i 1961
there were lwo schools, one preparing pupils feor the Indian School
Certificate examination through the English medion ::_nd the other, &
Bengali-medium Junior High School with 700 girls o its 1'1:-]_]5.

Jesuit missionarices of Porfuguess origin were the first to introdece
printing presses in India around the sixth decsds of Lhe i6th untury
and the carlicst book was on Chrstian theslozy printed m Beman
characters in Goa in 1557, Betwesn tll-u,-_f. and the zol of 1h:: ”th.
cenlury several religivus books p:ﬂimur_lg, to the ;:nn:a,galtlun..c:-l
-:_“'hrjgﬁa.ﬁty scermn Lo have becn ]:-rln‘!ml in Portugnese, :'-Tau.}}'m_m:t
and Twemil at the prosses sob up in dilfarent aeastel towns of soulh
frdia® But the Porlugness Jesuit mussionéries whe hs_td _sctﬂc-i .11'.
Floashly district do el appar @ Jum_: SEL U Ly 11|':|:'|t|:'|.15 oeEs,
Fhe ficst Poroguesse book written in {los -.'|.|:'.|I|.'I':'li in f'"ﬁ' .:u'?_'ﬂ wa-:.-
possibly printed in Porsuzal # The firsl ever printes ]!ntg.:-:.h h:-EL_
(in Boman lepes), Crepar Adxiree OBl o ZE9TTR "“"_-'.i:q:ﬂ seTER
iweaning #nd Tmplication of the Fuith of Mevey), was wn_nlu:E h;-.'_u
Portnguess, Minuel dAssomption, in 1734 and printed in 743 in

Pl
Lﬁ:[lt:| 15 debaiable whether the ficst press i Bengal was the ong sl
up by ene Mr. Andrews at Hooghly in 1778, li':tt thers BEETIL _lu_hn
no deubt that it was the first o use Bengali types For pr.m[:l:rl.:;.
Poathanial Brassey Halhed's "A Gramunar of the Bengal Langl.mf:e-,
ane of the carliest books to be printed in Bengal, Col. (Jater Sir)
Charles Wilkins of the Bengal Army preparcd the type faces for
printing Halhed's ook which, insidentally, were Lhe JEnf:it 3] hﬂrl!.'l'li‘!".l&
in [nlia, the eaclier pnes in use being imported from J_-.m'np-:.. “]]}LL'EI:S.
trained one Panchanan Karmakir, a native of Tribeni (or Baidyabuti)
amud 3 blacksmith by cwste, in the technique of moulding type I:-:l'i.:-l.:‘-‘& :lel
in 17493 he produced. all by himscll, a set of coppes Tounts for printing
a bowk in Bengali meant Cor popularizing tee Permancng Sattlemesl
of Lord Cornwallis o

William Carey came o Serampore equippad with a printing
press from which the fivst printed page cume ol on T-f{am:l'. 14, '..t:l.]'l.**
He snon got in touch with Tenchanan Karmabkar and his son-in-law
Monohar and establishel for the Serampors Mission Press a foundry
where tvpe faces of different Tndian, Asion and ]".nrt.:-s‘.-_:ﬂr'._hlm_l wkges
began to be cast.? [0 was, however, rot the fivst of its kind in Bengal;
a similar fousdey bad been set up in Calouia in FTREF ]3-:.'1'-\'#:1
1801 and 18372 the Serampore Mission Tress printed 2,12,000 GOPIcs
of books in 40 languages. In 1E1E Bustace Carey started the Baplist
Mission Press i Calouite anl in 1837 the orinting nsiublisjnqiﬁnlﬁ
at Serampore and Caleutsa wens combined. William Ward <:$1i|}1|_=.:-:htrl
the first paper mill of the district at Serampore for manlamng 4
steady supply of paper for the Serampore Mission Press where the
first book 1o be printed Delwees March LB, 1D and Februsey 10,
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